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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 30th JUNE 2016 AT 7.30pm 

AT ROFFEY MILLENNIUM HALL, CRAWLEY ROAD, HORSHAM 
 
Present:  Councillors A. Britten, Mrs K. Burgess*, P. Burgess*, N. Butler,  
  J.Day (co-opted at the meeting) , Mrs R. Ginn*, Mrs F. Haigh,  
  R.Knight*, M. Loates, R. Millington*, Mrs H. Ralston, T. Rickett,  
  D.Searle, S. Torn, R. Turner, I. Wassell, R. Wilton  
  and Mrs S. Wilton 
 
* denotes absence 
 
In attendance: Parish Clerk - Pauline Whitehead BA(Hons) FILCM  
   Deputy Clerk - Vivien Edwards  
  
Prior to the start of the meeting, those assembled observed a minute’s silence to mark 
and respect the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme which started on  
1st July 1916.  
  

  
FC/031/16 PUBLIC FORUM 
 There were two members of the public present and one prospective 

candidate for the councillor vacancy for Roffey North. No questions were 
posed. 
 

FC/032/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 The Council accepted apologies and reasons for absence from  

Cllr Mrs K Burgess, Cllr P Burgess, Cllr Mrs R Ginn, Cllr R Knight and  
Cllr R Millington.    
 

FC/033/16 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th May 2016 were 

agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 

FC/034/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no Declarations of Interest. 

 
 With the agreement of the Council, the meeting was adjourned for a brief 

presentation from Mr Jordan Day who outlined why he wished to be co-
opted as a parish councillor to represent Roffey North. 
 

FC/035/16 COUNCILLOR VACANCY IN ROFFEY NORTH 
 The Parish Council considered the application from Mr Day. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that Mr Jordan Day be co-opted as 
Councillor for Roffey North. 
 
Cllr Day signed his Declaration of Office and took his place on the Council. 
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FC/036/16 COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 
 The following Committee Minutes were presented to Council –  

(a) Planning, Environment and Transport Committee – 19th May 2016 and 
16th June 2016. 
(b) Finance and Administration (Grants) – 2nd June 2016 
( c) Property Committee – 9th June 2016 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Committee Minutes listed above be 
received and adopted. 
 
It was RESOLVED to reschedule the Personnel Meeting (cancelled 
30th June 2016) for 6pm on Thursday 28th July 2016. 
 
It was noted that the Internal Controls working group scheduled for 13th 
June 2016 was cancelled due to lack of business, an informal Visioning 
evening was held instead. 

 
FC/037/16 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 There were no reports from representatives on outside bodies. 

 
It was RESOLVED to confirm that Cllr D Searle is the Parish Council 
representative on the Horsham Town Community Partnership. 
 

FC/038/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 There were no Chairman’s Announcements. 

 
FC/039/16 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 It was RESOLVED to agree the final expenditure figure for May 2016 

of  £59,861.16 and expenditure for June 2016 of £8,165.89. See Annex 
1 attached. 
 
Members noted that the dates for the inspection period for the Annual 
Return had to be changed to 27th June 2016 to 5th August 2016 to allow 
time to verify necessary information.     
 
The final position of the reserves at 31st March 2016 was noted. See 
Annex 2 attached. 
 

FC/040/16 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
 The Council considered the conditions for eligibility to use the General 

Power of Competence set out in the Statutory Instrument, Parish Councils 
(General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012.  
The Council CONFIRMED that at least two thirds of the members of the 
council hold office as a result of being declared elected (13 out of 19 
Councillors). 
The Council CONFIRMED that the Clerk holds the Certificate in Local 
Council Administration and has completed training in the exercise of the 
General Power of Competence. 
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 It was RESOLVED that the Council meets the criteria to use the 
General Power of Competence. 
 

FC/041/16 VISIONING 
It was RESOLVED to agree the first draft of the Business Plan. See 
Annex 3 attached). 
 

FC/042/16 LAND IN ST MARKS LANE 
 An approach had been made to the Council regarding the ownership of a 

small piece of land on St Marks Lane at the rear of 13 Byron Close and an 
enquiry made with regard to purchasing the land. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be given delegated power to 
ascertain the ownership, through Land Registry, of the piece of land 
in St Marks Close and other land which may be in the ownership of  
North Horsham Parish Council, but where there are no clear, 
available records. 
 
It was also RESOLVED, to comply with a previous policy statement 
made by the Parish Council, to lease land if appropriate rather than 
sell.  
 

FC/043/16 CAR PARK IN GODWIN WAY 
 The Council had received a letter from Horsham District Council (HDC) 

dated 6th June 2016 which outlined challenges faced by the District 
Council in providing rural car parks. This included Godwin Way Car Park. 
HDC are exploring a range of options including fee payable annual car 
parking permits that can be used in any HDC car park throughout the 
district, season tickets for all-day business users, payment facilities for 
visitors or ad hoc users and any proposal put forward by Parish Councils. 
A meeting between HDC and the parishes will be held in September 2016. 
 
It was RESOLVED to form a closed ended working party to gather 
information and explore ways in which the Godwin Way Car Park 
could be managed in the future. Cllr S. Torn, Cllr N. Butler,  
Cllr R. Turner and Cllr J. Day were appointed to the working party 
with two members from the local retail community.  
It was further RESOLVED to bring a report of the group’s findings to 
the Parish Council Meeting on 1st September 2016 in readiness for a 
meeting with HDC in September 2016. 
  

FC/044/16 CONSULTATIONS 
 Manor Fields Play Area- idea to create a new play space which is linked 

into the landscape. HDC welcomed ideas and information about the 
history and name of the site. 
It was RESOLVED to respond to HDC with a general comment 
commending them for the proposals for improvements and a  
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 suggestion to install outdoor gym equipment. Members observed 
that there was a problem with dog fouling in this area which should 
be raised within the response. 
 
Electoral Review of West Sussex relating to amended proposals to reflect 
community identities and provide for effective and convenient local 
government in Crawley.   
 
As this did not have an impact on North Horsham, it was RESOLVED 
that there would be no response from the Parish Council. 
 

FC/045/16 GRASS CUTTING BY WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
 The Clerk of a nearby parish had been in communication with West 

Sussex County Council (WSCC) regarding the negative impact on visibility 
at road junctions and the approaches to roundabouts in the Horsham 
District as a result of fewer grass cuts during the year on WSCC land and 
verges. Support in communicating concern from local residents from all 
parishes in the District was being sought. 
 
It was RESOLVED to write to WSCC raising concern about safety to 
road users and pedestrians especially at road junctions and on the 
approaches to roundabouts in North Horsham as a result of a 
reduction in the WSCC grass cutting service. The Council observed 
that the reduction in cutting could result in an increase in vermin and 
gives a negative impression to those who live in or visit North 
Horsham and Horsham Town. 
 
It was further RESOLVED to work in collaboration with neighbouring 
parishes as appropriate to raise awareness of                                                                                                                                                             
concerns regarding the reduction in grass cutting by WSCC.  
  

FC/046/16 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 
 A list of correspondence sent to Councillors between 23rd May 2016 and 

30th June 2016 was noted. See Annex 4 attached. 
 

FC/047/16 DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
 Thursday 1st SEPTEMBER 2016 (Scheduled) 

 
 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm. 
 

 
 

………………………………………… Signed 
 

 
…………………………………………..Dated 
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