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NORTH HORSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE – THURSDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2020 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT  

 

Note the numbers below refer to the item number on the agenda: 
 
1. Public Forum 

 The Public Forum will last for a period of up to 15 minutes during which members of the 
public may put questions to the Committee or draw attention to relevant matters relating 
to the business on the agenda. Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes. The business of 
the meeting will start immediately following the public forum or at 7.45 pm whichever is 
the earlier 
 

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members of the Committee 
Members are advised to consider the agenda for the meeting and determine in advance 
if they may have a Personal, Prejudicial or a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in any of the 
agenda items. 
 
If a Member decides they do have a declarable interest, they are reminded that the 
interest and the nature of the interest must be declared at the commencement of the 
consideration of the agenda item; or when the interest becomes apparent to them.  
Details of the interest will be minuted. 
 
Where you have a Prejudicial Interest (which is not a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest), 
Members are reminded that they must now withdraw from the meeting chamber after 
making representations or asking questions. 
 
If the interest is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, Members are reminded that they must 
take no part in the discussions of the item at all; or participate in any voting; and must 
withdraw from the meeting,  unless they have received a dispensation.  
 

5. Chairman’s Announcements - For information and noting only.  
 Recommendation: To note any announcements. 

 
6. Finance 

 See Appendix A 
 Recommendation: To note the Committee Budget to 31st October 2020. 

 
7.  Completed Works 

Members are asked to note that the following works have been completed: 
 (a)  Roffey Millennium Hall 
  (i) Lift serviced – no issues 
  (ii)  Partition Serviced  
  (iii) Partition repaired as agreed 
  (iv) Annual check on roof (no issues) and cleaning of drains and gullies  
 (b) North Heath Hall  
  (i) Partition serviced – no issues 
  (ii)  Fencing around lower garden repaired 
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  (iii) Guttering repaired and drains cleared 
 (c) Holbrook Tythe Barn 
  (i)  Large splits in planking on the front exterior wall of the building 

 made good.  
See agenda item 9 for recommendation for work required to the rear wall of 
the building 

  (ii) Downpipe replaced – play area side 
 (d)  Play Areas  
  (i) Amberley Road 

Broken log in bridge replaced and chain link repaired 
OXO panel game reinstated 
Repairs to wet pour to prevent trip hazards 

  (ii) Holbrook Tythe Barn  
Trip hazards between wet pour and paving slabs made good 

 (e) Multi-courts  
  (i)  Regular maintenance visit  
 (f) Earles Meadow 
  (i) Footbridge between Earles Meadow and Amberley Open Space repaired 

and chicken wire replaced 
  (ii) Emergency work to Veteran Oak (see agenda item 11) 
  

Recommendation: To note completed works. 
  

8. On-going Works 
Members are asked to note that the following works are on-going: 

 (a) Roffey Millennium Hall 
  (i)  Front door mechanism to be replaced 

  (ii)  Lock on defib cabinet to be replaced 
 (b) Holbrook Tythe Barn 
  (i) Guttering on front of Barn to be replaced 
 (c) Play Areas  
  (i) Ongoing minor repairs at all play areas 

 (d) Multi-courts 
  (i) Permanent white lining to be put down 
 (e) Tree Works 
  (i) Interim tree management inspection to be undertaken as recommended in 

the Tree Assessment Report 
  (ii) Ongoing work to Veteran Oak tree at Earles Meadow (see agenda item 11) 
  

Recommendation: To note on-going works. 
 

9.  Holbrook Thythe Barn  
 All Parish Council owned buildings are regularly inspected and any required routine 

maintenance is undertaken.  
The latest inspection at Holbrook Tythe Barn revealed a further deterioration in the 
condition of the rear wall of the Barn with an increasing number of splits and places 
where the wood has become rotten and needs to be dug out and replaced. 
Also, the shutter covering the kitchen window is falling apart and needs to be removed.   
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In order to prevent any further 
deterioration, it is recommended that the 
necessary remedial work be carried out 
as soon as possible. 
 
A quote of £1,250 has been obtained for 
this work and will include cleaning out 
and replacing of gutters, where 
necessary. 
 

 Recommendation: To carry out the necessary remedial works to the exterior back 
wall of the Barn.  
 

10. Update on the Measures taken at Parish Council Owned Premises due to 
Coronavirus COVID-19 

 At the last meeting of the Committee, members were informed of all the actions taken 
and protocols put in place to minimise the risk to staff, councillors, hirers and members 
of the public catching and /or spreading Coronavirus at parish council owned premises. 
 
These are regularly reviewed subject to government guidance and since September the 
Risk Assessments and Terms and Condition of Hire have been updated as appropriate. 
Some additional hand sanitisers have been purchased and some new information 
posters and advisory signs have been put up.   
 
There were a limited number of hires at all three halls until the latest lockdown. During 
the lockdown period the pre-school and nursery continued to operate at North Heath 
Hall and there was one weekly support group meeting held at Holbrook Tythe Barn. The 
MUGAs were closed as was Roffey Millennium Hall.  
 
All regular health and safety checks were carried out during lockdown e.g. legionella 
testing, fire alarm testing and emergency exit lighting. 
 
From 2nd December 2020, all the halls will be open again for limited hires in line with 
appropriate government guidelines (Tier 2).  The MUGAs will also reopen.  
 

 Recommendation: To note the update. 
 

11. Permanent Barrier around the Veteran Oak Tree at Earles Meadow 
 At the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 24th November it was agreed to 

carry out emergency work to the Veteran Oak Tree at Earles Meadow as recommended 
by the tree surgeon who manages the tree and Mr W Jones, the Senior Arboricultural 
Officer at Horsham District Council who inspected the tree on 4th November 2020. 
 
It was also recommended by Mr Jones that fencing be put in place to extend to a 
distance of 21m from the trunk of the tree, east and west, and running along the side of 
the road to the south (which is 18.5m from the tree). The ‘desire line’ footpath running to 
the north of the tree should be fenced off as part of this. It was considered that a simple 
rope barrier, as already provided, would be sufficient provided that a notice is in place as 
well, however, there are safety and insurance concerns about this. 
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Costs for a 4’ high fence have been obtained as follows:  
 
Costs for 120m of fencing including a 10ft gate for access as per the spec in the 
email from Will Jones:  

  
 
 
 
Option 1: Chestnut split rail fencing 4ft high 
  
£4,327.40 including labour and materials 
 

 
  

 
 
 
Option 2: Half round post and rail fencing 4ft 
high   
 
£3205.40 including labour and materials 
 

 
 To attach wire mesh to either option to prevent dogs and small children getting in, would 

be £230 for the full 120m, including labour. 
 

 A cost for a rope fence has not been obtained but when the existing rope fence was 
installed in 2017 it cost £973. Due to wear the rope was replaced, at no charge, in 2018.  
 
There is still further information to be obtained in order for councillors to make an 
informed decision about the most appropriate way forward. The final decision will be 
made by the Parish Council at their meeting on 14th January 2021.  
 
At this stage, members of the Property Committee are invited to have a preliminary 
discussion about the type of barrier to be installed so that the relevant information can 
be prepared for the meeting in January.  
 
Given that the area to be fenced off is so large it is suggested that councillors might like 
to visit the site if they can before the meeting.  
 
A temporary barrier is currently in place.  
 

 Recommendation: To have a preliminary discussion about erecting a permanent 
barrier around the Veteran Oak tree at Earles Meadow so that the relevant 
information can be presented to the Parish Council who will make the final 
decision at their meeting on 14th January 2021. 
 

12. Lights around the Overspill Car Park at Holbrook Tythe Barn 
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Several of the bollard style lights (similar to 
the picture) around the overspill car park at 
Holbrook Thythe Barn have been damaged 
by cars or vandalised in recent months. For 
safety the lamps have been removed from 
all the lights and the power disconnected.  
 

 
 Costs have been requested to repair the existing lights but as these are regularly being 

damaged a cost has also been requested to remove the existing lights and install a 
streetlight, as we in the main car park. Subject to the condition that no work or 
equipment exceeds 4m in height, the Parish Council would be able to install a streetlight 
as permitted development.  
 
At the time of writing the report we are still awaiting costs. If received in sufficient time 
before the meeting they will be circulated, otherwise the matter will be deferred to the 
next meeting of the Committee. 

  
Recommendation: To consider options for lighting the overspill carpark at 
Holbrook Tythe Barn.  
 

15. Date of next meeting 
 Recommendation: To note the next scheduled meeting to be held will be on  

Thursday 18th February 2021.  
 

 
Vivien Edwards - Deputy Clerk – 27th November 2020 














































